
To anybody who can help, !
My name is Caitlin Bawn. I’m writing to tell you my story, and ask for your help to continue writing 
it. !
The first, and arguably one of the most important aspects of ‘me’ is my short stature. Being 4ft 11, 
or ‘a smidgen under 5ft’ as Judy Garland would argue, I have had to develop a voice. I have a 
condition called Turner’s Syndrome, which is a genetic disorder affecting height amongst other 
things; though it would have been relatively easy to feel disheartened because of the issues this 
poses, I’ve learned to assert myself through words and personality. The skills I have had to devel-
op infiltrate into every aspect of my life, and explain so many of my life-choices. My strength has 
always been in reading and writing, which grew throughout my school years leading ultimately to 
an undergraduate degree in English Literature. My main focus throughout my degree was on is-
sues of gender and repression, and the use of Literature as an outlet for undervalued members of 
society. I loved applying historical context to the literature, exploring the political and social back-
ground that runs alongside it, and using literature as an analytical tool for the contemporary society 
in which it is written. !
However, my passion for justice, and speaking for those who would usually be overlooked, goes 
far beyond textbooks. Raised in a tiny town in rural Devon, in the United Kingdom, I have always 
had a fascination in the world outside my personal experience; it is a truism that we desire what we 
don’t have, and my childhood definitely sparked my passion for travel and learning about the lives 
of others. !
My first memory of being overwhelmed by inspiration was in the presence of Dr. Isaac Nsereko.  
He stood in front of the thirteen year old me, and described a life I couldn’t even imagine: a life of 
pain, suffering, and struggle for survival. As I listened, I knew that if I could communicate in this 
way, and move people to feel as I did in that moment, I would have achieved something with my 
life. His story ended with the foundation of Nserester Orphanage in Uganda, which now cares for 
nearly 1000 children. His story inspired in me a desire to make my contribution, so I met him in 
person and asked his advice. I started by sponsoring an orphan, Sharlote, through a five-year 
Midwifery course (£200 a year) but ended up being an ambassador for his cause in my local com-
munity. My passion for charitable work and fundraising grew, culminating in my being awarded, 
aged eighteen, a place on the Prime Minister’s Global Fellowship. This sent me to India for six 
weeks, a trip which completely altered my worldview and aspirations for the future. The scheme 
involved two weeks of cultural immersion in Delhi, two weeks living with a host family and under-
taking research in Lakshmipat Singhania Academy, Kolkata, and two weeks working with Tata 
Consultancy Services in Mumbai. The trip confirmed everything I already believed to be true about 
myself; my desire to change people’s lives for the better, to travel and see cultures, to document 
and explain things in a way that would inspire others. As a ‘media leader’ for the scheme I up-
loaded regular video diaries, blog entries, and interviews whilst I was away, and on my return 
talked to as many people as physically possible about the things I had seen; I was ‘hooked’. !
Since this moment, travel has become a vital part of me. In 2011 I was invited back to India, but 
this time worked in a cancer hospital on the outskirts of Calcutta, offering treatment to those usual-
ly unable to afford it. During this time I wrote an article on the plight of a cancer sufferer in India, 
which received great interest back home, confirming my career path in journalism. Last summer I 
went to Nepal, and lived with a host family whilst working with local women on a ‘Gender Empow-
erment’ programme in a tiny village in the Chitwan district – a humbling, but remarkable experi-
ence. I now get what friends and family call ‘itchy feet’ when I’m in the same place for too long – I 
have an innate need to continue traveling and growing to feel complete. However, the most crucial 
element of my life, and one which continues to grow in importance, is my charity Epiphany, found-
ed aged eighteen on my return from India the first time (see epiphanycharity.org for more informa-
tion). Epiphany aims to work in areas currently overlooked by International and Government aid, 
promoting basic human rights in places affected by poverty, hunger political strife, and social and 
gender inequality. Through careful research and by utilising local knowledge, we hope to expose 
the problems facing specific communities and focus on issues around negative humanitarian and 
political attitudes. Founding a charity has not been emotionally or physically easy, but has recently 
started to become a reality. In October I was awarded a HSBC Bursary for £10,000 to make 

http://epiphanycharity.org


Epiphany’s first project, a school/orphanage complex in Santiniketan just outside Calcutta, finan-
cially possible.  !
I currently support my studies by working for Apple Retail, which if possible has further increased 
my appetite for travel and interest in the global economy. Apple epitomises global businesses at 
their most successful; their alternative retail stores have revolutionised shopping and set a gold 
standard. Business knowledge is essential for success in any field, and I am certain that the skills I 
have already gained and which I continue to develop in my work with Apple have positively influ-
enced every aspect of my life. I have lead children’s Summer Camps, run workshops about the use 
of Apple products for both personal and business use, and have been involved with recruitment 
and training/mentoring of new employees. The American attitude that the company is based on 
has confirmed my love for the country, it’s principles and people, and confirmed my desire, or 
need, to travel and experience different places, but in particular the USA. !
I have been lucky enough to be awarded a place on a Masters degree at Boston University, with a 
focus on International and Political reporting. The opportunity to combine my written skills, acade-
mic interest, passion for international development, and truly kick-start my future career as an In-
ternational Development Journalist by being offered a place is something I never believed would 
actually happen. Whilst my academic pursuits, and running Epiphany have been invaluable to my 
development they have been financially draining; my family is small, and only able to support me 
emotionally. I have sourced various options to support my living expenses, including part-time work 
and Assistantships at the University itself, but need to find a sponsor who would be willing to help 
with my tuition fees, which are a total of $43000/£27000. Anything you would be able to contribute, 
however small, to make this a reality would be life-changing. I would, in return, do any internship or 
work you feel I am able to within your organisation, and your endorsement would be made publicly 
known in local news and on every blog/video blog I make about my time in Boston (So far I have 
utilised my surname through the hashtag #bawnintheusa which would be the name of my blog). I 
really would relish every opportunity given to me whilst over there, and documenting my travels 
would give me relevant journalism experience, so you would be able to watch your investment 
make a real difference; my course also has an optional sabbatical to Kenya with the Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation, which naturally I would love to apply for, and I travel regularly to India, so 
your impact would be felt outside the USA as well. !
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch for any further information. I have attached my CV, the refer-
ences used in my application to Boston University from a teacher and one of my Managers at 
Apple, and my video application can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=OImJs9WT4S0. !
Thank you in advance for any support, !
Caitlin Bawn 
#bawnintheusa !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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