HOPE FOR THE CHILDREN TOUR 2008

NELSON MANDELA’S CHILDREN FUND

Driven by his love for children and a desire to end their suffering, former President Mandela established the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund (NMCF) in 1995.   Mandela was deeply moved to see children who should have been in the safety of warm homes, fending for themselves in the freezing cold on the streets.  In his Presidency Mandela decided to donate a third of his salary to start the NMCF that was and still is warmly received by local and international community donors. The key areas of the work of the Fund rest on four pillars. These are:

· Well-being of the child

· Leadership and excellence

· Children and youth disability

· Skills development

The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund’s target beneficiaries are children and youth from birth to 22 years of age who come from impoverished backgrounds. To maximise the positive impact of our resources, the Fund works closely with fellow development organisations, government, the private sector and other interested parties. 

  THE LONDON COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR (LCGC)

In 1982 a dream and a vision came alive. Revd. Bazil Meade, with the help of Lawrence Johnson, Delroy Powell and John Francis, made a mark in history pioneering the first gospel choir in Britain – the London Community Gospel Choir (LCGC). Most importantly this was the beginning of a vision to teach and empower youth of all colour and creed, reaching out to schools and communities to give them a strong musical voice through the educational arm of LCGC, British Gospel Arts consortium Ltd established in 1999. LCGC has also performed with notorious artists such as Mariah Carey, Eric Clapton and Sir Elton John to name a few.
Gospel music is undoubtedly spiritual in nature and requires expression of feeling, using body, mind and spirit. It is something that everyone can share in regardless of age, race, beliefs and abilities.

THE PROBLEM

Although over the years South Africa has been known to struggle with Aids, Poverty and social exclusion all of which are serious issues, the United Kingdom, one of the richest countries in the world is failing its youth while South African organisations such as NMCF are making monumental efforts to improve conditions, knowledge and community involvement. 

A statement made by UNICEF in 2007 was that “the true measure of a nation’s standing is how well it attends to its children-their health and safety, their material security, their education and socialization, and their sense of being loved, valued and included in the families and societies into which they are born.’’ However the report conducted by UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Well- being of a child report 2007 stated that the United Kingdom came last. Enough Said.

Where has the United Kingdom gone wrong?

THE SOLUTION

To start making a change LCGC and NMCF have come together with the shared belief that improvements must be made through the reconstruction of societal norms and practices that force youth to focus on their basic needs and encourage them to strive for more and to enhance the rights of children to reach their full potential. NMCF and LCGC aim to do this not only by teaching children to sing, but to teach them how to be more respectable of their peers, more encouraging of one another and most essentially for the kids to learn how to listen to one another and work as a team. These elements should and can be applied to their lives with a proactive approach and with open communication.

It goes without saying that all youth should enjoy life without hunger, anxiety, abuse, exploitation, lack of education and a strong family ethos.

THE TOUR

“MAKE A CHANGE..BE A CHANGE”

The idea for the Mandela ‘HOPE for the Children’ Tour 2008 with LCGC would be to create knowledge and awareness of the youth in South Africa and their similar plight to those in the United Kingdom, to provoke new and more positive thoughts about our youth today, to give the youth a chance to rid themselves of stereotypical labels. 

The  Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund (charity) and LCGC will spearhead, promote and campaign via a UK wide tour in collaboration with positive celebrities and influential individuals who stand as role models youth can relate to in a good way such as; Craig David, The Sugababes, Duffy, Simon Webb, Lemar and James Morrison but to name a few.  This tour will bring a larger than life show into the main regions of the UK, Scotland, Ireland and Wales by using venues such as schools, theatre’s and even arenas to strengthen and further encourage community involvement and unity, inviting local governors and mayors to participate.

 Utilising correct, timely marketing and advertising via the medium of TV, internet, radio and Press is key to making this a success to involve youth nationwide, creating a link with schools, colleges, universities and their surrounding communities.

THE STRUCTURE

NMCF representatives and guest celebrities will run workshops that highlight the issues and projects being conducted with South African youth and how they can adopt the same skills used to their lives at home and at school. LCGC members and musicians will be teaching kids to sing and play instruments creating a positive and influential environment to be in that they can use in their everyday lives. These activities will be held at each venue to allow the maximum number of participants from regional schools, colleges and universities. 

The evening concert will have LCGC collaborating with guest artists and singers from the workshop choirs, with the presence of local press to advertise the cause.

THE OUTCOME
This will be made open to youth of all ages and their parents in order for as many people to get involved and work together as a community to make steps towards having workshops more frequently. This lends the opportunity for youth workers, youth and parents who want to be in touch with their communities and encourage participation and learning, keeping the attitude towards achievement and aspirations high.

