
AUTOGRAPH  ABP
Founded in 1988,  Autograph ABP is a charity that works to educate the public in 
photography, with an emphasis on cultural identity and human rights, through exhibitions, 
publishing, education and the creation of a public archive of culturally diverse photography.

It is based at Rivington Place, London, the home of culturally diverse contemporary art 
and photography in the UK, which opened in 2007.  Designed by David Adjaye OBE, this 
prestigious award-winning building is the first new-build public gallery in London since 1968.

At the end of this document is copied all the information from our on-line text, including a 
description of benefits for your company, our offer, and what support we suggest.  But first 
we would like to share with you a few images and decriptions of our previous projects and 
a few press cuttings.

We know that this is just the first step in getting to know each other, so we invite you to 
contact us and make a date for a tour of our offices, so we can find out more about each 
other.

Indra Khanna, Curator
Emma Boyd, Co-ordinator
Autograph ABP 

iImage from our Archive and Research 
Centre for Culturally Diverse Photography



Our projects and activities 
have featured numerous 
times in both general and 
specialist art publications

Financial Times, 17/3/07, 
cover and 4 pages on 
‘Disposable People :  
Contemporary Global 
Slavery’

The Sun, 2/12/06.
Feature on 
‘Cockaigne’,
by Gayle 
Chong Kwan



The Guardian, 
9/10/07, full page 
feature on ‘From 
Emporer to Military 
Dictator: Shemelis 
Desta’

The Guardian, 
10/4/08,
4 page feature on 
‘Bangladesh 1971’



The New Humanist, 
Jan 2009, double page 
spread on ‘Santu 
Mofokeng’

The Independent, 
31/3/04, cover and 
2 page feature on 
‘Buena Memoria’ by 
Marcelo Brodsky



‘A Life full of Holes’ by  French-Moroccan 
Yto Barrada - Autograph published her 
first book and curated her first UK solo 
exhibition, for which she was nominated for 
the Deutsche Borse Photography Prize in 
2006.

‘Pressure’ by Horace Ove was the first solo 
exhibition by the senior British film maker, 
curated by Autograph, which toured to 7 
venues from 2004 

‘Pieter Hugo: Portraits’ - The first showing 
of three  bodies of work in the UK by the 
South African winner of the KLM Paul Huf 
Award and the Arles Discovery Award.  
Toured to 2 venues from 2008.

‘From Emperor to Military Dictator’ by 
Ethiopian Shemelis Desta, curated by 
Autograph and exhiited in London in 2007.  
It  attracted great interest internationally, 
including a four minute feature and interview 
on the Channel 4 main evening news.



In 2007, Autograph ABP in partnership with 
the South African National Gallery presented 
a major retrospective by Santu Mofokeng 
in Cape Town.   In 2009 we brought the 
exhibition to London, his first solo show in 
the UK.   In 2010 it travels to Aberystwyth 

In 2008 we curated ‘Rotimi Fani Kayode 
(1955–1989): Photographs’ at the prestigious  
W.E.B. Du Bois Institute in Harvard 
University, USA.  This is the first of what will 
be an annual series of exhibitions and related 
symposia.

Every year we select a photographer for an 
all-expenses paid month’s residency at  Light 
Work darkroom in Syracuse University, New 
York State.  In 2009 the artist will be Eileen 
Perrier.

The Light Work Residency in 2008 was  
awarded to Admas Habteslasie.  As a result 
of the residency, he was offered his first solo 
exhibition outside the UK, accompanied by 
his first publication.



‘not Natasha’ was a project started by Dana 
Popa.  We commissioned her to travel to 
Moldova to extend the project, and then 
published her first book in 2009, which was 
launched at Amnesty International HQ.  In 
the same year we curated her first solo 
exhibition.

In 2005 we selected Rik Pinkcombe for 
the Light Work Residency, which led onto 
his first solo exhibition outside the UK, 
accompanied by his first publication.  Next 
year we partnered with ArtSway gallery to 
give him a new commission, and his first solo 
exhibition in the UK.

Autograph ABP commissioned eight new 
photographic bodies of work for the  
exhibition ‘Disposable People: Contemporary 
Global Slavery’ in collaboration with 
Hayward Touring, the MTV Europe 
Foundation and Magnum Photos.  The 
exhibition lauched at The Royal Festival 
Hall in London in 2008, is accompanied by a 
catalogue, and is touring to five other venues.

In 2005 Autograph commissioned Gayle 
Chong Kwan to make a new series of work 
‘Cockaigne’.  Since that time, it has toured 
to  8 venues so far, including the Havanna 
Biennale and as a giant billboard project 
outside Southwark Underground station.



Autograph have published over 50 books, 
along with newspapers and magazines 



Who we are

Founded in 1988, Autograph ABP is a charity that works to educate the public in 
photography, with an emphasis on cultural identity and human rights, through exhibitions, 
publishing, education and the creation of a public archive of culturally diverse photography.
It is based at Rivington Place, London, the home of culturally diverse contemporary art 
and photography in the UK, which opened in 2007.  Designed by David Adjaye OBE, this 
prestigious award-winning building is the first new-build public gallery in London since 1968.

Autograph is constantly expanding, and has recently worked on projects with The Hayward 
Gallery, The South Africa National Gallery, The Barbican, Harvard University and Syracuse 
University (both USA), DRIK (Bangladesh), Manchester Museum and Art Gallery, Amnesty 
International, MTV Europe Foundation and Magnum Photos in partnership to reach yet 
larger audiences.

What we offer 

Autograph’s concerns give it a special place at the centre of the British Art Scene - the envy 
of the world – with it’s sophisticated, urbane and educated audience. Sponsorship would 
provide your company with access to this demographic segment, and associate you with an 
arts organisation that is socially aware and has a proven track record.

Their audience figures for the year April 2008 – March 2009 were well over 500,000.  The 
results of a 2009 spot-questionnaire for an Autograph exhibition at Rivington Place showed 
68% of the audience were in work and 27% were students.  100% of those questioned rated 
their experience of the exhibition as either Good or Excellent.

Recent press coverage included a four-page feature in the Guardian, a preview on Radio 
3 Night Waves, three pages in the Independent, full page in both the Metro and the Times, 
double page spread in the New Humanist and numerous features and reviews in the general 
and Art press.

Santu Mofokeng gives a tour of his exhibition  
at Rivington Place

Private View of Autograph ABP exhibition at 
The Photographer’s Gallery in London.



Possible benefits for your company include  

Logos on promotional print, on-line and on-site 
Naming of events or exhibitions after your company 
Advice on purchase of photographs for your collection
Copies of Autograph publications
Talks on Autograph’s work and artists for your staff and guests, either at Rivington Place or 
at your workplace
Exhibition tours by curators and artists 

Possible sponsorship opportunities include  

Exhibitions, publications, artist’s commissions, public lectures, one-off events etc, ranging 
from £2,000 upwards.

Contact details

Indra Khanna, Curator
Emma Boyd,  Co-ordinator
Autograph ABP 
Rivington Place, London EC2A 3BA 
T +44 (0)20 7749 1261  
info@autograph-abp.co.uk 
http://www.autograph-abp.co.uk

Rivington Place

“Your mandate and programming are highly 
impressive.  The thematic and aesthetic 
breadth of  the photos, the associated 
contexts that were brought to the work, as 
well as the manner in which the show was 
mounted moved me deeply.  Wonderful, 
memorable, subtle, and in many ways  
revolutionary!  Congratulations!”

- Doina Popescu, Ryerson Gallery and 
Research Centre, Ryerson University, 
Toronto, 2009

“You guys rock!  The best exhibitions in the 
country. Cutting edge and accessible.  Keep 
doing what you are doing and more”.

- Kevin McCullough, Christian Aid, 2009


